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Disclaimer

ÅI am not a lawyer.

ÅI am not a writing expert.

ÅThis presentation will:
ïDefine plagiarism.

ïExplain the difference between copyright and 

plagiarism.

ïSuggest methods to avoid plagiarism through 

appropriate attribution.

ïProvide methods to avoid copyright issues in the 

electronic age.



What is plagiarism

ñScholarly authors generously acknowledge their debts to 
predecessors by carefully giving credit to each source. 
Whenever you draw on anotherôs work, you must specify 
what you borrowed whether facts, opinions, or 
quotations and where you borrowed it from. Using 
another personôs ideas or expressions in your writing 
without acknowledging the source constitutes plagiarism. 
. . .In short, to plagiarize is to give the impression 
that you wrote or thought something that you in fact 
borrowed from someone, and to do so is a violation 
of professional ethics.ò

(Joseph Gibaldi, MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly 
Publishing. 2nd. ed, New York: MLA, 1998: 151). 
Emphasis added.



On our campus

ÅAcademic Regulations
http://catalogofstudies.uark.edu/

ïGraduate catalog

ÅResearch Misconduct Policies and Procedures  -- page 28

ÅAcademic Honesty Policy for Graduate Students -- page 35. 

ÅStatement that theses and dissertations may be checked  -- page 34. 

ïUndergraduate catalog

ÅAn act of academic dishonest under Academic Honesty -- page 35

Å Library resources
ïCitation practices

http://libinfo.uark.edu/reference/citingyoursources.asp

ïCiting electronic resources

http://libinfo.uark.edu/eresources/handoutalleng.asp

http://catalogofstudies.uark.edu/
http://libinfo.uark.edu/reference/citingyoursources.asp
http://libinfo.uark.edu/eresources/handoutalleng.asp


Academic Regulations

University of Arkansas

ñAcademic dishonesty involvesé. 

10. Plagiarizing, that is, the offering as oneôs own work the words, 
ideas, or arguments of another person without appropriate 
attribution by quotation, reference or footnote. Plagiarism occurs 
both when the words of another (in print, electronic, or any other 
medium) are reproduced without acknowledgement or when the 
ideas or arguments of another are paraphrased in such a way as to 
lead the reader to believe that they originated with the writer. It is the 
responsibility of all University students to understand the methods of 
proper attribution and to apply those principles in all materials 
submitted.ò

http://catalogofstudies.uark.edu/current/studies/734.htm, University of 
Arkansas, retrieved 08/17/2009

http://catalogofstudies.uark.edu/current/studies/734.htm


Tools to detect plagiarism

ÅSafeAssignÊ is available through all three 

Blackboard systems on campus.

ÅMore information available at:

http://bbsupport.uark.edu/safeassign-

presentation/

ÅTalk with your professor for access to this 

tool.

http://bbsupport.uark.edu/safeassign-presentation/
http://bbsupport.uark.edu/safeassign-presentation/
http://bbsupport.uark.edu/safeassign-presentation/


Ethics vs. legal

ÅPlagiarism is an ethical issue

ïStealing others ideas or writing

ïNot punishable by law

ïMeasured against organizational standards

ÅCopyright is a legal issue

ïVaries by country

ïItôs a matter of paying for what you use

ïCivil penalties can apply

ïMoney, money, money



Copyright is NOT just about 

published words

ïPictures

ïArt

ïPerformances including recorded music

ïWritings

ÅAll creative expressions of an idea



Copyright Infringement can 

cost YOU!

August 01, 2009, By Marc Beja in ñWired Campusò, Chronicle of Higher 

Education

Jury Orders Boston U. Graduate Student to Pay 

$675,000 for Illegal Downloads

A federal jury on Friday ordered a Boston University 

graduate student to pay four music companies 

$675,000, one day after the student, Joel 

Tenenbaum, admitted in court that he had 

downloaded and distributed more than two dozen 

songs that did not belong to him.

http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Marc-Beja/124/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Marc-Beja/124/
http://joelfightsback.com/
http://joelfightsback.com/
http://joelfightsback.com/


Copyright issues in academia

ÅFair use

ïHow much

ÅIs it ñthe partò that makes the item unique?

ÅThe commercial value of what is used.

ïHow used

ÅPersonal research and reading generally allowed.

ÅDistribution to others is NOT a good idea.

ÅPutting something on a web page or emailing it to 

colleague is distribution

ïHow often

ÅSpur of the moment is acceptable.



Avoid copyright issues

ÅDO NOT use robotic means to download 
articles from the web.

ÅOnly download or copy articles you are 
using for current personal research or 
education needs.

ÅNever download or copy the whole issue 
of a journal.

ÅAssume anything on the internet IS 
copyrighted unless it states otherwise.



Avoid Plagiarism

ÅCite things properly

ÅUse your OWN words

ÅWhen in doubt cite



Cite properly

ÅQuotation marks unless your own words

ÅFootnotes or works cited page



Direct quote

ÅUse their words

ÅQuotation marks

ÅFootnote or work cited

ñAn information accident is a wonderful learning opportunityò (1)

1.  Kirkwood, Patricia E., in a private conversation, 2006



Key phrases

ÅUse within your sentence

ÅAdd quotations

ÅFootnote or work cited

ÅNot needed for known technical terms

Students are more ready to learn about information resources after their 

first ñinformation accidentò(1). 

1.  Kirkwood, Patricia E., in a private conversation, 2006



Paraphrase 

ÅStill their idea

ÅDo not put in quotations

ÅState you are paraphrasing

ÅFootnote or work cited still needed

According to Kirkwood, students will pay more attention when they have 

made a mistake using information. (1)

1.  Kirkwood, Patricia E., in a private conversation, 2006



Quality Writing Center 

Workshop

ÅLearn how to paraphrase correctly.

ÅLearn how to cite correctly.

ÅRegister NOW

http://www3.uark.edu/qwct/workshops/workshops.asp

http://www3.uark.edu/qwct/workshops/workshops.asp


Self plagiarism

ÅAccording to the ACM governing body ..

ñIn fact, the ACM Copyright Policy is rather liberal in 
granting authors the right to reuse any portion of their 
ACM copyrighted works in other works of their own. 
However, what is not ethical is the practice of reusing 
oneôs own work in a way that portrays it as new when, in 
fact, it is not. Thus, reusing significant portions of a 
previously published work in another work of your own is 
acceptable, provided you cite the previous work and 
include a disclaimer stating a portion of the current work 
was previously published.ò

Plagiarism on the Rise by Ronald F. Boisvert and Mary Jane Irwin

Co-Chairs, ACM Publications Board in COMMUNICATIONS OF THE ACM June 

2006/Vol. 49, No. 6 23  emphasis added.



Technical terms, data

ÅTechnical writing is a bit more difficult.

ÅKnown technical terms do not need 

quotation marks

ÅData from other sources must be 

attributed but may not need to be quoted

ñIf you construct a figure or a table from data that were previously 

published as narrative text, you do not need permission, but you 

should reference the source of the data (e.g. ñData are from ref 7.ò) (1)

Dodd, Janet S., editor, The ACS style guide: A manual for authors and 

editors, 2nd edition, American Chemical Society, Washington DC, 1997.



Taken from: 

Perry, Robert H., Perryôs Chemical Engineering Handbook, 
7th Edition, McGraw Hill, New York, 1997, p.14-32

Cite where you got 

the information ï

and the original 

source if necessary.



Some examples

ÅTaken from:

A Technique for Detecting Plagiarism in Computer Code 

Charlie Daly and Jane Horgan

The Computer Journal 2005 48(6):662-666; doi:10.1093/comjnl/bxh139 

Oxford University Journals

oxfordjournals.org, retrieved 10/30/2006

http://comjnl.oxfordjournals.org/misc/terms.shtml


Paraphrase

Standard term

Quoted 

term



Images

Falkirk Wheel Side 

2004

Sean Mack

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:FalkirkWheelSide_2004_SeanMcClean_%28jha%29.jpg

Accessed: Jan 30, 2007

Even if you 

only use a 

picture, 

somewhere 

there should 

be an 

attribution!

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:FalkirkWheelSide_2004_SeanMcClean_(jha).jpg


Schematics and diagrams

Challen, Bernard; Baranescu, Rodica (1999). Diesel Engine Reference Book 

(2nd Edition). (pp. 226). Elsevier.

Online version available at:

http://www.knovel.com/knovel2/Toc.jsp?BookID=672&VerticalID=0


