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The ACS style guide: effective communication of scientific information is 
available at the reference desk in the Mullins Library. 
 

 
Basic Rules  

1. Cite the item as if it were in print. Include author (sometimes an 
organization), title(s) (web page, article, section or chapter title), and date of 
publication (last updated or article publication date).  

2. Include the source of the electronic version -- vendor, database, electronic 
journal and/or web site. This will include a web address so that the reader 
could get to the site and locate the resource.  

3. Add the date when you retrieved the item – electronic resources can and DO 
change. 

 

Examples  
Examples loosely based on the ACS (American Chemical Society) style but include full article title as 
well as full source titles rather than the standardized abbreviated journal title. See: 
http://pubs.acs.org/books/references.shtml for more details.  

 
Full text article from an aggregator (from an EBSCOhost database) 

Smith, J; Adams, L, “Finding Science Information”, Journal of Chemistry, 2003, 5, 2-350., 
http://www.epnet.com/ehost/login.htm. (EBSCOhost) Academic Search Premier, (accessed 
January 1, 2000) 
 

Full text article direct from a publisher (from ACS) 
Joyce, S. A.; Yates, J. R.; Pickard, C. J; Brown, S. P.; “Density Functional Theory 
Calculations of Hydrogen-Bond-Mediated NMR J Coupling in the Solid State”, Journal of the 

American Chemical Society; [Online early access] 
http://pubs.acs.org/journals/jacsat/index.html; DOI: 10.1021/ja800419m, Web Release Date: 
26-Aug-2008; (accessed August 29, 2008) 

 
Online Books (from Knovel) 

Ferguson, A. J. D.; Pearson, M. J.; Reynolds C. S. In Agricultural Chemicals and the 
Environment; Issues in environmental science and technology; 5;Hester R.E.; Harrison, 
R.M., Eds.; Royal Society of Chemistry: Cambridge, UK, 1996; p 40. 
http://knovel.com/web/portal/browse/display?_EXT_KNOVEL_DISPLAY_bookid=631&Vertic
alID=0, (accessed August 26, 2008) 
 

 
Reference Style 

Use superscripts to identify the quotation. Collect the references cited in a 
numbered list at the end of the paper.  
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