
Welcome to the presentation 
ñIntroduction to Keyword 
searching in InfoLinks, the online 
catalog.ò 
 
 
Although this video will 
emphasize keyword searching in 
InfoLinks, many of the following 
strategies will apply to databases 
in general. 

 

Keyword searches are the 
broadest kind of search. 
Keyword searches find the words 
wherever they show upðin titles, 
journal titles, authors,  
subject headings, and  in 
contents notesðwhere you will 
find lists of plays in an anthology, 
songs on a recording, or chapters 
in a book. 
 
 

 

Keyword searching is especially 
helpful for casting a large net if 
you havenôt found enough 
sources.  
 
 
 

 



The connectors AND, OR and 
AND NOT, also called Boolean 
operators, are useful in keyword 
searches.  
  
Weôll illustrate how to build a 
basic search. Advanced 
searching techniques are covered 
in companion videos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Suppose we are searching for 
information on the consequences 
of smoking on health. 
 
  

 

Letôs break this search into 
concepts.  Two concepts are 
smoking and health. 
 
We will use AND to combine the 
terms: smoking AND health.   

 



This will give us a smaller, more 
focused set of results.  Notice 
that both terms are in every 
reference you retrieve.   

 

However, if you want to broaden 
a search, use OR. 
 
 

 

 
For example, smoking OR 
tobacco gets records with either 
or both terms.  This search will 
retrieve more records and is a 
broader search.  
 
 

 

 



If you want to exclude a term 
from a search, use AND NOT 
before the term.  This connector 
should be used carefully 
because you might eliminate 
items you want. 
 
 

 

A search tobacco AND NOT 
cigarettes will exclude records 
with the term cigarettes from the 
search.   
 
 
 

 

In InfoLinks, keyword searches 
automatically act as if there were 
an AND between terms. 
 
So, smoking AND tobacco gets 
the same results as smoking 
tobacco in a keyword search.  
 
 
 
 

 



If you want to find records with 
the term smoking and the term 
tobacco together as a phrase, 
use quotation marks. 
 
Therefore, ñsmoking tobaccoò 
in quotation marks will get 
records with that specific phrase. 
 
 

 
 

This is the end of the first video 
on Keyword searching. Please 
contact the Reference 
department or your subject 
librarian for more help. 
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