
  
 
 
This video will explain how to 
read a citation and why citations 
are important. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
While conducting research for 
papers, theses, and other 
projects . . . 

 

 

you will need to understand how 
to read and interpret book and 
article citations you encounter.   

 



Citations function a bit like a 
map, telling you how to get to 
the sources of information you 
think will be useful along the 
way. 
 

 

Writers cite their sources to 
demonstrate that the information 
obtained during their research 
comes from authoritative 
individuals or organizations. 

 

There are several major  citation 
manuals that govern the manner 
in which authors attribute ideas 
and facts. Each citation style has 
a unique approach to arranging 
the information, but all styles 
include a few common elements 
about the source being cited. 
 

 



Who is the author? Authorship 
here refers to who is responsible 
for the intellectual content in 
your source.  

 
 

Authorship is not always 
individual; it can be by 
committee or organization. 

 
 

 
What is the date of publication? 
 

 

 



 
The remainder of the citation will 
help you determine if your 
citation is for a book, journal 
article, or other type of 
publication. 
 

 

 

For example, a book citation will 
have author or authors, date of 
publication, title, place of 
publication, and  publisher.  You 
can search for this book in 
InfoLinks, the Library Catalog by 
�X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���R�U���W�K�H��
title of the book. 

 

A typical article citation will have 
not only author or authors and 
date of publication, but also title 
of the article, title of the journal, 
volume number, issue number, 
and pages.  

 


